REPLY -

THE DIRECTORS

TO THE

CHARGES AGAINST THE PDNITENTIARY. .
nISRAELD MAULSBY; : o '
" Chairman of the Joint COmmlt'tee of the Legislature, on the
- Affairs of the Pemtenuary
S —Having examined the testxmouy and statements which youf
Csmmittee have receiveéd during their long and arduous sessions, the
undersigned Directors of the Penitentiary, in behalf of themselvesand
amajerat" of-the Board, who find themselves especially mmllcatea‘
by charges made therem, have the honor respectfuily Lo present this
their reply '

Your committee havé seen fit, and we do not mean to questlon the
‘propriety of it, to receive the statements of ceértain persons under

aalh, impugning s, not only in the discharge of our public duty,

but also in our personal conduct towards them as parties; the - derogd-

tory character of which rests entirely upon bare assertion, without 2
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phin, because in your charaéter of a legislative committee, appointed
to ex2mine into the affairs and management of a great State Institutior,
you have doubtless felt it to be your duty: We only cldim, as a med-
sure of justice due to us, the accused, that we may be permltted in
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Qr Geitiice, the same lalitude that has been allowed to our accusers;
trusting that we shall be able, not merely by bare denial, which, -
deed, might be deemed at least equivalent to their assertion, but
b) trrefrag'nble evidence, or respectable authority,!to disprove all that
isderogatory in their alleaaucns, anJ to show its ulter falsity, or gross
Perversmn. :

dew h.s, we have no doubt it will appedr (if your own obser-
“'""'3 of the condiet of me parues Giif'iﬁg the inve augjauuu shouid

kave any doubt of the fact upon your minds,j that the persons most



